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the French intrigues. But Chapuys, who knew
his man, quite understood that Henry was for sale;
and, as usual, might, if dexterously handled, be
bought by flattery and feigned submission to his
will, hurriedly wrote to his master that: " If the
Emperor wishes to gain the King, he must send
hither at once an able person, with full powers, to
take charge of the negotiation : " since he, Chapuys,
was in ill health and unequal to it.
Thus the  English  Catholic reaction that had
been symbolised by the  repudiation of Anne of
Cleves, and the marriage with Katharine Howard,
was   triumphantly   producing   the   results   which
Henry and Gardiner had intended.     The excom-
municated King, the man who had flung aside his
proud   Spanish wife   and   bade   defiance   to the
vicegerent of Christ, was to be flattered and sought
in alliance by the head of the house of Aragon and
the appointed champion of Roman orthodoxy.   He
was to come back into the fold unrepentant, with
no submission or reparation made, a good Catholic,
but his own Pope.    It was a prospect that appealed
strongly to a man of Henry's vain and ostentatious
character, for   it   gave   apparent  sanction to his
favourite pose that everything he did was warranted
by the strictest right and justice; it promised the
possibility   of   an   extension   of   his  Continental
territory, and the establishment of his own fame
as a warrior and a king.    We shall see how his
pompous self-conceit enabled his ally to trick him
out  of  his   reward, and  how the  consequent re-
action against those who had beguiled  him  drew
his country farther along the road of the Reforma-
tion than Henry ever meant to go.   But at present